THE    ABBEY    OF    JOY

situations, aspects, oppositions and conjunctions of the
fixed stars and planets.

On rainy days after dinner they would recreate
themselves by bottling hay, cleaving or sawing wood,
and threshing corn in the barn; then they would
practise painting and carving, watch the drawing of
metals, or the casting of great ordnance, and the
goldsmiths setting precious stones, and visit the
alchymists, money-coiners, upholsterers, weavers,
velvet-makers, watch-makers, looking-glass-framers,
printers, organists, and other artificers, everywhere
giving them something to drink. They went to hear
public lectures on law, and the sermons of Evangelical
preachers. They visited jugglers, tumblers, mounte-
banks and quacksalvers, besides the shops of druggists,
herbalists, and apothecaries. After a thrifty supper,
on wet or cloudy nights, the jolly giant went to bed,
having profited by a strenuous day's education.
But, to divert him from too vehement a strain on his
spirits, his learned tutor allowed him once a month to
go out of the city in the early morning to some neigh-
bouring countryside ; there to spend all the day long
in making the greatest cheer that could be devised,
drinking healths, playing, singing, dancing, tumbling
in some fair meadow, unnesting sparrows, taking
quails, frogs, and crabs, all the time repeating pleasant
verses from Virgil's pastorals, or Hesiod on Agriculture,
or Politian on Husbandry.

As I went down the long and ancient street I saw
in front of me a rollicking, laughing world revealed
in which no one was modest and no one ashamed.
Arm-in-arm, or with arms enlaced around alluring
figures, men and women danced together in rows,
singing, laughing, and making love as they went.
Bouncing creatures they all were, and above the white